
Important Dates 

Kennedy Perkins
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Resource Agent 
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October 3rd: Farm School for Women at Fleming County Extension Office
October 8th: Bull Value Assessment at Mason County Extension Office
October 10th: Farm School for Women at Fleming County Extension Office
October 15th: Bull Value Assessment at Mason County Extension Office 
October 17th: Farm School for Women at Fleming County Extension Office 
October 24th: Farm School for Women at Fleming County Extension Office
November 1st: Beginning & Small Farmer School @ MSU 
November 14th: Cattlemen’s Meeting at Lewis County High School
November 22nd: Commercial Pesticide Applicator CEU 
November 28-29th: Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
December 2nd: CAIP Deadline
December 5th: Wreath Making Workshop @ Lewis County Extension Office
December 25th-January 1st: Office Closed for Christmas Holiday 

Agriculture & Natural Resources
October/November/December

Lewis County Cooperative
Extension

284 2nd Street
Vanceburg, KY 41179

606-796-2732

CAIP DEADLINE:
December 2nd

If you still need an educational
hour for CAIP, make sure you
attend one of these meetings;

if you can’t, let me know.



November 14th at 7
p.m. at the Lewis

County High School.

Our guest speaker is
Ray Smith, UK Forage

Specialist









Timely Tips 
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky

 
Spring-Calving Cows

 
· Bulls should have been removed from the cow herd by now! They should be pastured away from the cow

herd with a good fence and allowed to regain lost weight and condition. It is a good time to evaluate
physical condition, especially feet and legs. Bulls can be given medical attention and still have plenty of
time to recover, e.g., corns, abscesses, split hooves, etc. Don’t keep trying to get open spring cows bred –
move them to fall calving or sell them when they wean this year’s calf. If you don’t have a bull pen and
want to tighten up the calving season, remove the bull and sell him. Plan on purchasing a new bull next
spring. If that is not feasible, then schedule your veterinarian to pregnancy diagnose the herd and cull

cows that will calve late.
· Repair and improve corrals for fall working and weaning. Consider having an area to wean calves and

retain ownership for postweaning feeding rather than selling “green”, lightweight calves. Plan to
participate in CPH-45 feeder calf sales in your area.

· Limited creep feeding can prepare calves for the weaning process since they can become accustomed to
eating dry feed. This will especially benefit those calves which you are going to keep for a short

postweaning period – like the CPH-45 program. It’s time to start planning the marketing of this year’s calf
crop.

· Begin evaluating heifer calves for herd replacements – or culling. Each time you put them through the
chute you can evaluate them for several traits, especially disposition. Consider keeping the older, heavier
heifers. They will reach puberty before the onset of the breeding season and have higher conception rates.
· This has generally been a reasonably good year for pastures, but many parts of the state have experienced
some drought. Evaluate moisture condition and consider stockpiling some fescue pastures. It’s not too late

to apply nitrogen for stockpiling fescue if moisture conditions are suitable. 
· Stresses associated with weaning can be minimized by spreading-out other activities commonly

associated with weaning – like vaccinations, deworming and, perhaps, castration and dehorning (which
should have already been done!). Therefore, this month is a good time to do a “preweaning” working of

cows and calves.
· When planning the preweaning working, consult with your veterinarian for advice on animal health

products and procedures. One procedure that can be done now is pregnancy checking cows. Early
pregnancy diagnosis will allow time to make culling decisions prior to weaning time. Feeding non-

productive cows through the winter is a costly venture so pregnancy diagnosis is a business decision for
most producers.

Fall-Calving Cows
 

· Fall-calving should start this month. Get your eartags ready. Cows should be moved to a clean, accessible
pasture and be watched closely. Tag calves soon after they are born and record dam ID and calf birthdate,

etc. Castration is less stressful when performed on young animals and calves which are intended for feeders
can be implanted now, too.

· If you haven’t started calving quite yet, then it’s time to get ready. Be sure you have the following:
o record book 

o eartags for identification
o iodine solution for newborn calf’s navel

o calf puller
o castration equipment

· Watch for those calves which may come early and be prepared to care for them.
· Be on guard for predators – especially black vultures.

· Move cows to best quality fall pasture after calving. Stockpiled fescue should be available to these cows in
November-December to meet their nutritional needs for milking and rebreeding.

· Start planning now for the breeding season. If using AI, order supplies, plan matings and order semen now.



Stockers
 

· Calves to be backgrounded through the winter can be purchased soon. A good source is Kentucky
preconditioned (CPH-45) calves which are immunized and have been preweaned and “boostered”.

· Plan your receiving program. Weanling calves undergo a great deal of stress associated with weaning,
hauling, marketing, and wide fluctuations in environmental temperature at this time of year. Plan a program
which avoids stale cattle, get calves consuming water and high-quality feed rapidly. Guard against respiratory

diseases and other health problems.
 

General
 

· Keep a good mineral mix available at all times. The UK Beef IRM Basic Cow-Calf mineral is a good choice.
· Do not give up on fly control in late summer, especially if fly numbers are greater than about 50 flies per

animal. You can use a different “type” of spray or pour-on to kill any resistant flies at the end of fly season.
· Avoid working cattle when temperatures are extremely high – especially those grazing high-endophyte

fescue. If cattle must be handled, do so in the early morning.
· Provide shade and water! Cattle will need shade during the hot part of the day. Check water supply frequently

– as much as 20 gallons may be required by high producing cows in very hot weather.
· Plan the winter-feeding program. Take forage samples of hay you will feed this winter. Request protein and

TDN analysis so that supplemental feed needs may be estimated. Don’t wait until you run out of feed in
February to purchase extra feed. Plan to minimize hay storage and feeding losses because feed is too expensive

to waste.
· If you have adequate moisture, stockpiling fescue might be a viable option. Nitrogen application to fescue

pastures can be made now and allow them to grow and accumulate until November, or when other sources of
grazing have been used up. To make best use of this pasture, put fall-calvers, thin spring-calvers, or stockers

on this pasture and strip graze. 
· Don’t graze sorghum or sudan pastures between the first frost and a definite killing frost because of the

danger of prussic acid poisoning. Johnsongrass in stalk fields can also be a problem after a light frost. Grazing
can resume after the sorghum-type grasses have undergone a killing frost and dried up.
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Converting from Year-round to Controlled Calving
In the United States more than half (55%) of all beef cow-calf operations do not have a defined
calving season. Typically, in these operations, bulls are not removed from the herd and remain
with the cows the entire year. This "uncontrolled breeding" results in cows calving over several

months or, in some cases, cows calving every month. Calving year-round presents many
challenges in herd management and decreases productivity. In some cases, producers have an
off-the-farm job and limited time can be left to dedicate to the cowherd. In these scenarios, it is

crucial to maximize time and labor efficiency.

https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ASC263.pdf
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